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SUBJECT: FOREIGN BANKS IN POLAND 
REF: STATE A-1911 

1. ONLY COMMERCIAL BANK OPERATING IN POLAND IS BANK HANDLOWY. 
POLAND HAS NOT PERMITTED FOREIGN BANKS TO OPERATE EITHER 
REPRESENTATIVE OR BRANCH OFFICES HERE. 

2. HOWEVER, POLISH REPRESENTATIVES AT MARCH, 1973 MEETING OF 
WORKING GROUP ON BUSINESS FACILITIES OF JOINT AMERICAN-POLISH 
TRADE COMMISSION STATED THAT GOP WOULD CONSIDER REQUESTS FROM 
BANKS TO OPEN REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES IF THEY DID NOT ENGAGE 

IN FINANCIAL OPERATIONS. 

3. ONE U.S. BANK AND SEVERAL WESTERN EUROPEAN BANKS HAVE 
REQUESTED PERMISSION TO OPEN REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES. U.S. 

BANK EXPECTS TO RECEIVE APPROVAL SOON, BUT EMBASSY HAS NO 
INFORMATION ON STATUS OF OTHER REQUESTS. 
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